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WHO WE ARE

TABLE OF
WITH NEARLY TWENTY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE HANDLING
COMPLEX, HIGH-STAKES MATTERS FOR A VARIETY OF CONTENTS
CLEENTS - BOTH INDIVIDUALS AND CORPORATIONS, THE FOODMAN EIRM

DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL - THE FOODMAN FIRM
CONSISTENTLY PRODUCES VALUE-DRIVEN RESULTS

FOR OUR CLIENTS, WITH AN EMPHASIS ON QUALITY OVER The Intersection of

QUANTITY. Geopolitics, Economic
warfare, and Arbitration

OUR PRIMARY FOCUS AT THE FOODMAN FIRM IS TO -P.2

PROVIDE OUR CLIENTS WITH THE MOST EFFECTIVE COUNSEL,

AND TO FOSTER LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIPS THAT OUR

CLIENTS CAN DEPEND ON. Social Media Companies

battle States for the Right to
THE FOODMAN FIRM TAILORS ITS INNOVATIVE FEE Moderate Content

STRATEGIES TO MEET THE INDIVIDUAL NEEDS OF EACH =23
CLIENT.
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THE INTERSECTION OF GEOPOLITICS,
ECONOMIC WARFARE, AND ARBITRATION

In an effort to pressure Europe
to end its extensive financial
sanctions, Russia has been
progressively cutting natural
gas. On Monday, explosions
were detected near the coast of
Denmark that have effectively
eliminated any chance natural
gas will flow through the Nord
Stream 1 and 2 pipelines for the
foreseeable future, which will
drive up the price of natural gas
and further strain the supply of
natural gas to Europe. This is
becoming a significant crisis
for Europe as its stockpiles for
winter are insufficient.

In the opening of a new front in
the economic war taking place
between Russia and Europe,

Russia’s

company,
threatening to
Ukrainian gas pipeline operator,
Naftogaz Ukrainy, for failing
to ship Russian gas to Europe
pursuant to a sales contract.

main natural gas
Gazprom, is
sanction a

Naftogaz Ukrainy has made
claims in arbitration that
Gazprom has not paid for the
services rendered. Should
Russia  sanction  Naftogaz
Ukrainy, Gazprom would not be
able to make payments and the
Ukrainian gas pipeline operator
would not be paid transit fees

for physical shipments of
natural gas.
Typically, such international

sales contract disputes are
handled by arbitration. Indeed,
the parties had agreed to
submit disputes to arbitration
in Sweden and Switzerland.
However, Russia claims that
they cannot receive a fair
arbitration hearing and it
has rejected all claims from
Naftogaz Ukrainy in arbitration
proceedings currently pending.

Inasmuch as Ukraine's pipeline
is the only remaining viable
route for sendinglarge amounts
of natural gas to Europe, Russia
is utilizing the ruse of an unfair
arbitral process to weaponize
energy against Europe via
its last available substantial
supply route.
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SOCIAL MEDIA COMPANIES BATTLE

STATES FOR THE RIGHT TO MODERATE
CONTENT

In an effort to regulate big
social media companies,
Florida and Texas, among
other states, have
passed laws that prohibit
companies such as, Google,
Facebook, and Twitter from
moderating content. This
has become an extremely
controversial topic as
speech and content has
been limited in the highly
politicized climate in the
United States. Various
topics and individuals have
been censored over the
past few years, which raises
the question of whether
social media companies, as
private enterprises, have the
right to regulate content in
the face of First Amendment
rights.

In Florida, on May 23, 2022,
the Eleventh Circuit Court of
Appeals blocked key parts of
Florida's Stop Social Media
Censorship Act (the“Act”) on
First Amendment grounds.
The Act prohibited, in part,
social media platforms from

banning or deplatforming
political candidates from
their sites, and it required
companies to consistently

apply standards about
issues such as banning
users or blocking their

content. The Act subjected
social media companies to
large daily fines. The Act
was quickly challenged in
federal court, and a District
Court Judge had issued a
preliminary injunction that
was mostly upheld by the
Eleventh Circuit, finding that
the government cannot tell
a private person or entity
what to say or how to say it.

In contrast, just this month,
the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals upheld a Texas’
law known as HB 20, which
regulates social media
platforms with more than
50 million monthly users
and prohibits censoring or
limiting users’ speech based
on viewpoint expression.
Texas’s HB20 is much like
Florida's Act, and it attempts
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to achieve similar goals. In
essentially the opposite
holding as the Eleventh
Circuit, the Fifth Circuit
opined that corporations
do not have “a freewheeling
First Amendment right to
censor what people say”.
This decision by the Fifth
Circuit allows HB 20 to go
into effect, which the United
States Supreme Court had
temporarily blocked in May
2022, pending the ruling by
the Fifth Circuit.

It is likely only a matter of
time before the Supreme
Court takes on the issue
of the regulation of social
media platforms. Florida
has already asked the
Supreme Court to act,
as Florida filed a petition
for review following the
Eleventh Circuit's ruling.
With the Fifth Circuit's
ruling, there is now a circuit
split, which increases the
likelihood that the Supreme
Court will hear the issue.

We encourage all of you to take the necessary steps to ensure that you and your
company are safe, compliant and ready to take on new business! Call us today at
(305) 201-3663 or visit our WEBSITE to schedule a consultation to discuss your

business’s needs and how The Foodman Firm can assist you! If you want to sign up for

our newsletter, please CLICK HERE, and follow us on LinkedIn
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